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In  the  past  15  years  during  which  the  "March  I  intentions"  reports  have  been  avail- 
able, the  potato  acreage  planted  by  farmers  in  the  18  surplus  late  States  generally  has 
been  quite  close  to  the  acreage  indicated  by  the  March  intentions  reports.  In  only  4 
years  did  the  actual  acreage  planted  vary  from  the  intentions  by  more  than  6  percent. 
Variations  are  due  primarily  to  weather  conditions,  which  may  prevent  the  carrying-out 
of  intentions,  and  to  changes  in  plans  induced  byachange  in  the  price  outlook  or  other 
factors. 
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SUMMARY 


1     ,     Farmers  are  well  started  on  another,  year- when  production  and  prices 
for  most  fresh  and  processed  vegetables,  potatoes,  sweetpotatoes,  dry  beans, 
and  dry  peas  will  be  relatively  high.  .  i(  . 

„.  Demand  for  vegetables  is  expected  to  continue  strong  throughout  the 
year.   .Changes  in  prices  received  by  farmers  from  month  to  month  will  reflect 
primarily  the-  normal  seasonal  movements  and  differences  from  last  year  in 
production.    Acreage  intentions  and  trends  in  yields  suggest  that  production 
of  commercial  truck  crops  will  be  larger  this-  summer  than  last  and  that  the 
potato  crop  next  fall  will  exceed  a  year  earlier.    But  crops  of  sweetpotatoes, 
dry  edible  beans,  and  dry  field  peas  probably  will-  be  smaller  than  last  year. 

Although  commercial  production  of  truck  crops  grown  for  fresh  market 
sales,  in  -January,,  February,  and  March  was  . estimated  to  be  8  percent  larger 
than  that  of  a  year  earlier,  carlot  rail  and  boat  movement  of  vegetables  was 
about  10  percent  smaller  this  winter  than  last.    This  is  mainly  due  to  the 
fact  that    stocks  of  cabbage  and  dry  onions  available  for  shipment  after 
January  were  much  smaller  than  the  very  large  stocks  held  January  1,  1947. 

Commercial  production  for  the  spring  season  fresh  market  is  about  >. 
4  percent  smaller  this  year  than  last.    Development  of  the  crop -in-some- areas 
of  the  South  has  been  considerably  delayed.    Because  of  the  reduced '  supplies 
moving  to  market,  prices  received  by  farmers  for  fresh  market  track  crops  in 
general  averaged  considerably  higher  than  in  1947  in  most  weeks  of  this  year 
through  April. '  ■ 


Larger  acreages  this  year  than  last  are  in  prospect,  for  the  main  crops 
of  onions  this  summer  and  of  cabbage  this  summer  and  fall,  .  If  production  is 
substantially  larger,  pri.ces  received  by  farmers  .for  these  crops  are  apt  to 
be  somewhat  lower  this  year  in  spite  of  continued,  .strong  demand  fo.r  vege- 
tables in  general .     r  .-,  *  .  ";;\*v    ..  .  ..  -• 
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Demand  for  truck  crops  for  commercial  canning  and  freezing  is  expected 
in  general  to  be  maintained  near  last  year's  levels.    The  total  planted 
acreage  also  is  likely  to  be  about  the  same  as  in  1947.    Commercial  processors 
have  reported  that  they  intend  to  plant,  and  contract  for  planting,  smaller 
acreages  of  snap  beans,  tomatoes,  and  cucumbers  for  pickles,  but  slightly 
larger  acreages  of  sweet  corn,  pimientos,  and  green  peas,  and  considerably 
larger  acreages  of  beets  and  of  cabbage  for  kraut  (contract  acreage -only) . 
If  as  many  acres  are  planted  as  intended,  and  if  abandonment  and  yields  per 
acre  are  in  line  with  10-year  averages,  the  1948  production  of  each  of  these 
processing  crops,  except  cucumbers  and  tomatoes,  will  be  larger  than  the  1947 
crop.    Production  of  spinach  for  processing  in  California  and  Texas  has  been 
estimated  at  about- 90  percent  of  the  1947  crop. 

The  1947  packs  of  canned  and  frozen  vegetables  were  considerably 
smaller  than  the  records  of  1946.    Consumption  has  continued  at  very  high 
rates  through  1947  and  early  1948.        Stocks  of  most  processed  vegetables 
are  lower  than  a  year  earlier.  .  With  some  increases  probable  in  canned  and 
frozen  packs  this  year  and  with  demand  continuing  strong,  consumption  is 
expected  to  continue  at  record  or  near-record  rates. 

Prices  growers  will  receive  for  potatoes  probably  will  decline 
slightly  in  May  and  June  when  shipments  of  the  new  crop  will  become  heavy. 
But  prices  are  expected  to  be  above  those  of  I.Iay  and  June  1947,  because  of 
higher  support  prices.    About  36  percent  of  the  1947-crop  potatoes  purchased 
by  the  Government  for  price  support  have  been  exported,  mainly  to  Europe. 
A  1948  planted  acreage  about  as  large  as  that  of  1947  is  in  prospect. 

Grower  prices  for  the  small  remaining  stocks  of  1947-crop  sweet- 
potatoes  probably  will  continue  near  April  levels.    The  prospective  acreage 
to  be  planted  in  1948  is  about  9  percent  smaller  than  the  1947  acreage. 

About  one-tenth  of  the  1947  crop  of  dry  edible  beans  and  one-fourth 
of  the  crop  of  dry  field  peas  have  been  purchased  by  the  Government  for 
relief  abroad.     Prices  received  by  growers  have  been  slightly  to  considerably 
above  support  levels  most  of  the  season.     In  Iky  and  June,,  they  probably 
will  continue  near  April  levels.     Current  intentions  indicate  reduction  in 
planted  acreage  of  1 . 5  percent  for  beans  and  15  percent  for  peas. 

TRUCK  CROPS  FOR  FRESH  MARKET 


"."inter  Season  Production  Moderately 
Larger~~Than  Last  Year 

Production  of  18  commercial  truck  crops  for  harvest  during  the  winter 
season  is  estimated  at  1,418,600  tons.     This  is  8  percent  more  than  was  pro- 
duced a  year  earlier,  23  percent  above  the  1937-46  average,  but  considerably 
below  the  1945  record  of  1,544,500  tens.    Acreage  for  harvest  this  season 
was  10  percent  larger  than  last  year  and  11  percent  larger  than  the  10-year 
average.    Production  of  nine  of  the  truck  crops  was  larger  this  winter  than 
in  1947,  while  that  of  the  other  nine  was  smaller*    Widest  differences  from 
last  year  were  in  production  of  cucumbers  and  eggplant.    The  winter  season 
crop  of  cucumbers  was  2-l/2  times  as  large  as  in  1947,  while  the  eggplant 
crop  was  only  1/4  as  large.    Because  of  the  wide  ranges  in  production  compared 
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with  last  year,  prices  received  by  growers  for  truck  crops  in  the  first 
quarter  of  this  year  likewise  varied  considerably  from  a  year  earlier. 
Prices-  of  11  of  the  18  crops  -were,  lower  than  in  1947.    .However/  the.  truck 
-crop  price'  index  was  higher  .in  January,  February; l\ and  -April  this  year  than 
last  and  nearly  as  high  in  March/  This.. is  due  to  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
major  crops,  which  are  weighted  heavier  in  the  index; 'were .higher  priced. 

The  higher  prices  of  truck  crops  this  winter    tended,  to  obscure  the 
effect  of  CanadaTs  embargo;  on.  imports  of  vegetables .    Canada-  normally  takes 
a  small  but  significant  part  of  our  winter- sea.s on  truck-crop  production. 


Spring  Season  Production  Slightly    -  •  • 

Smaller~Than  in  1947  ~"~  . 

Total  tonnage  produced  for  fresh  market  this  spring  is  expected  to 
be  about  4  percent  less  than  last  year,  but  12  percent  above  average.  Total 
acreage  is  nearly  the  same  as  last  spring  but  yields  per  acre  have  been 
somewhat  below  last  year  though  moderately  larger  than  average. 

Larger  production  for  spring  marketing  than  last  year  is  expected 
for  the  following  crops:     cabbage,  caulif lower ,  celery,  cucumbers,  eggplant, 
green  peppers,  and  spinach.    Spring-season  crops  of  asparagus,  snap  beans, 
beets,  carrots> ' lettuce,  onions,  green  peas,  shallots,  and  tomatoes  are  ex- 
pected to  be  smaller.    There  are  considerable  differences  from  last  year 
among  the  crops.    At  the  extremes  are  green  peppers  and  green- peas.  Pro- 
duction of  green  peppers  is  estimated-  to  be  more  than  3  times  as  large  as 
the  1947  spring  crop.    The  crop  of  green  peas  is  estimated  to  be  only  Z/Z 
that  of  a  year  earlier. 

Demand  for  fresh  vegetables  is  about  as  strong  this  spring  as  a  year 
earlier.    Prices  received  by  farmers  this  spring  probably  will  average  con- 
siderably higher  tham  last  year  for  snap  beans-,  beets,  carrots,  and- green 
peas,  because  of  the  much  smaller- production.    On  the  other  hand,  prices, 
for  cucumbers ,  eggplant,  and  green  peppers  will  be.  considerably  lower. 

Summer  Season  Prospects 

For  the  summer  marketing  season,,  prospective  acreages  of  cabbage 
■{including  cabbage  for  kraut)  and  onions  are  estimated  to  be  slightly  higher 
than  last  year,  but  the  acreage  in  watermelons  may  be  .about  10  percent  lower. 

Prices  Received  by  Growers  in  Late  • 
Sprin~g~Tfay  Be  Lower  Than  Year  Earlier 

Because  of  considerable  delay  in  some  .areas  in  the  planting  and  devel- 
opment of  fresh  market  truck  crops  for  harvest  in  April,  May,  and  June, 
some  bunching  up  of  shipments  is  expected,  in,  late  .spring..    If  this  occurs, 
pric es  -received,  by  farmers  for  vegetables  sold  fresh  probably  will  fall, 
somewhat  more  rapidly  than  seasonally  and  may  average  a  little  .lower  in  June 
than  a  year  earlier.  -  ......  .  . ? ■ ....  .  .  • 
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Cabbage 

In  contrast  to  early  1947  when  carlot  rail  movement  of  old-crop  or 
storage  cabbage  was  relatively  heavy  after  January  1    and  was  not  completed 
till  about  the  end  of  April,  shipments  this  year  were  much  smaller  and  were 
completed  in  early  February..    The  difference  is  explained,  of  course,  by  the 
fact  that  stocks  of  cabbage  held  this  January  1  were  only  6,300  tons,  the 
lowest  on  record,,  while  stocks  a  year  earlier  were  113,900  tons.    On  the 
other  hand,  carlot  rail  movement  of  new-crop  cabbage  has  been  about  one-fourth 
heavier  this  season  than  last.. 

Prices  received  by  growers  this  year  have  reflected  the  differences  in 
market  supplies.    Prices  of  the  old-crop  cabbage,  while  it  lasted,  were  higher 
than  a  year  earlier.    Prices  of  new-crop  cabbage  were  lower  this  January, 
February,  and  part  of  March,  than  last  year.    Prices  received  by  growers  for 
cabbage  sold  in  March  and  April  rose  above  last  year's  levels  but  are  ex- 
pected to  decline  again  as  supplies  of  fresh  vegetables  from  spring  and 
summer  areas  become  more  abundant. 

Production  of  cabbage,  including  cabbage  for  kraut,  in  areas  which 
normally  ship  to  fresh  markets  in  early  spring  is  estimated  to  be  about  5  per- 
cent larger  than  last  year,  but  development  is  later  than  usual,  Acreage 
for  late  spring  harvest  is  the  same  as  last  year,  but  this  crop  also  is  later 
than  usual.    Intentions  to  plant  indicate  slight  increases  in  acreage  of 
cabbage  in  areas  producing  for  summer  marketing  and  a  17  percent  increase  in 
acreage  for  early  fall  harvest,    In  the  early  fall  area,  intended  acreage  of 
dome stic— type  cabbage— »of  which  considerable  quantities  ordinarily  are  used 
for  kraut  manufacture — is  22  percent  larger  than  the  acreage  grown  last  year. 
Intended  acreage  of  early  fall  Danish  cabbage  is  13  percent  larger  than  the 
1947  acreage  grown,  but  only  1  percent  above  average.    Much  of  the  early  fall 
Danish  crop  customarily  goes  into  storage  for  winter  supplies. 

Lettuce 

Winter-season  commercial  production  of  lettuce  this  year  was  5  percent 
above  that  of  winter  1947  and  48  percent  above  the  10-year  average  *  The 
larger  crop,  together  with  the  Canadian  embargo,  resulted  in  slightly  lower 
prices  received  by  growers  for  winter-season  lettuce  this  year  than  last. 

Production  of  lettuce  for  early-spring  marketing  is  estimated  to  be 
4  percent  smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  but  27  percent  larger  than  average. 
Prices  growers  will  receive  for  lettuce  from  western  areas  probably  will 
weaken  somewhat  when  lettuce  from  eastern  areas  becomes  more  generally  avail- 
able in  May  and  June.    However,  prices  for  lettuce  are  expected  to  continue 
to  reflect  strong  demand  arising  from  high  consumer  incomes  and  dietary 
trends  toward  more  use  of  lettuce  and  other  vegetables. 

Onions 

Average  prices  received  by  farmers  for  dry  onions  were  record  high 
each  month  from  September  through  April.    This  resulted,  of  course,  from  the 
relatively  small  1947  crop  produced  in  the  late  summer  areas  and  the  con- 
tinued strong  demand.    Carlot  rail  and  boat  shipments  of  old-crop  onions,  now 
substantially  completed,  total  about  13  percent  fewer  cars  through  April  24 
this  year  than  were  moved  during  the  entire  season  a  year  earlier,  when  a 
few  cars  of  old-crop  onions  were  shipped  as  late  as  the  last  week  in  June. 
The  high  prices  this  year  attracted  large  imports  of  onions,  principally 
from  Australia  and  Chile,  totaling  the  equivalent  of  1,012  cars  for  the 
period  January  1  through  April  24^ 


TVS-88 


-  7  - 


Substantial  carlot  shipments  of  1948  onions  have  been  moving  since 
early  April.    This  is  about  the  same  time  that  they  began  moving  last  year. 
Because  of  lower-than-average  yields,  however,  total  early  spring  production 
(all  from  South  Texas)  is  estimated  to  be  12  percent  smaller  this  year  than 
last,  despite  a  21  percent  increase  in  acreage  for  harvest. 

In  January,  farmers  intended  to  plant  slightly  larger  acreages  of 
onions  for  late  spring  harvest  this  year  than  last  year  but  weather,  par- 
ticularly in  Texas,  seriously  interfered  with  planting.    Acreage  now  in- 
dicated for  late  spring  harvest  this  year  is  10  percent  under  last  year 
and  13  percent  below  average.     January  intentions  to  plant  in  later  areas 
indicated  a  slight  decrease  in  acreage  in  the  relatively  small  early  sum- 
mer area,  but  slight  to  moderate  increases  in  the  later  summer  areas,  which 
generally  produce  about  3/4  of  the  total  annual  crop. 

Prices  growers  will  receive  for  onions  are  expected  to  continue 
higher  than  last  year  until  about  mid-summer. 

Tomatoes 

Fresh  market  supplies  of  tomatoes  from  domestic  sources  were  very 
light  during  the  winter  season.    Unfavorable  weather  in  the  winter  season 
area  (south  Florida)  again  cut  production.     The  1948  crop  is  now  estimated 
at  53  percent  below  the  10-year  average.     Supplies  are  now  increasing, 
seasonally  but  remain  light  compared  With  last  year  and  the  average.  Pro- 
duction for  early  spring  marketing  is  9  percent  less  than  last  year  and 
only  4  percent  above  the  10-year  average.    Shipments,  (rail  and  boat)  of 
domestic  tomatoes  this  season  through  April  24  totaled  1,707  cars,  much 
less  than  the  2,453  cars  which  had  moved  by  this  time  last  year.  The 
scarcity  of  home-grown  tomatoes  and  the  high  prices  in  U,  S.  markets  en- 
couraged large  imports  of  tomatoes  both  last  year  and  this  year,  amounting 
to  8,394  cars  this  season  through  April  24.     The  total  for  the  same  period 
last  season  ?ras  9,133  cars. 

Prices  received  by  U.  S.  growers  for  tomatoes  set  new  records  in 
January  and  February,  and  continued  high  in  March, though  not  at  record 
levels.     Prices  probably  will  decline  more  abruptly  than  usual,  as  domestic 
supplies  increase  seasonally  to  a  peak  in  late  summer,  but  will  continue 
relatively  high.    At  present  estimates  are  not  available  on  tomato  acreages 
for  harvest  later  than  early  spring.     On  the  average,  however,  winter  and 
early  spring  acreage  provide  only  about  one-fifth  of  the  annual  domestic 
supply. 

Other  Truck  Crops  Important  in 
Spr  ing  Acreage 

Commercial  production  of  asparagus  for  early  spring  harvest,  includin 
asparagus  that  may  be  used  for  processing,  is  estimated  to  be  about  8  per- 
cent below  last  year  and  4  percent  below  average.     Last  year,  61  percent 
of  the  early  spring  crop  went  to  commercial  earners  and  freezers.  Acreage 
intended  for  late  spring  harvest  is  only  slightly  smaller  than  the  large 
acreage  cut  last  year. 

Production  of  snap  beans  for  early  spring  harvest  is  estimated  at 
25  percent  below  last  year  and  10  percent  below  average.    The  mid-spring 
crop  is  estimated  at  12  percent  below  last  year  and  19  percent  below  average 
Higher  prices  than  last  year  are  likely  for  production  from  these  areas. 
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Acreage  of  cantaloups  for  spring  harvest  is  26  percent  less  than  last 
year  and  12  percent  less  than  average. 

■The  winter  season  crop  of  carrots  was  5  percent  less  this  year  than 
last  year  but  26  percent  more  than  the-  10-year  average.  .  The  spring  crop 
is  expected  to  be  about  average  in  size,  but  28  percent  smaller  than  the 
large  production  last  spring. 

■Production  of  celery,  which  was  relatively  large  last  winter,  is  esti- 
mated to  be-  5  percent  larger  in  spring-marketing  areas  this  year  than  last, 
and  59  percent  above  the  10-year  average.    Shipments  from  Florida  were  sus- 
pended March  28-31  because  of  poor  market  conditions.    Prices  this  season 
generally -have  been  very  much  lower  than  the  high  prices  received  last  year* 

Acreage  of  watermelons  for  late  spring  harvest  is  estimated  to  be 
within  1  percent  of  the  acreage  last  year,  and  61  percent  larger  than. the 
10-year  average.    Plantings  in  the  12  early  summer  States,  -which  produce 
the  greater  part  of  the  year's  crop,  are  indicated  to  be  about  12  percent 
less  than  last  year.    Growers1   plans  in  late  summer  States  indicate  about 
the  same  acreage  as  last  year. 

TRUCK  CROPS  FOR  PROCESSING 

Prospects  are  favorable  for  a  continued  high  annual  rate  of  con- 
sumption of  canned  and  frozen  vegetables  this  year,  and -stocks  are  not 
excessive.    This  will  be  another  year  of  high  production  of  truck  crops 
for  commercial  processing.     Prices  received  by  farmers  will  compare  favor- 
ably in  general  with  those  received  in  recent  years,  but  nay  not -equal  those 
of  last  year  v/hen  records  were  set  for  several  crops. 

According  to  reports  from  processors  on  intended  plantings,  the  acreage 
of  snap  beans  for  commercial  canning  and  freezing- will  be  reduced  about  3  per 
cent  from  1947.    The  105,880  acres  now  indicated  is  about  4  percent  less  than 
the  1937-46  average  acreage  planted.     If  abandonment  and  yields  are  average, 
production  also  would  be  near  that  of  last  year  and  average. 

The  acreage  that  kraut  packers  intend  to  plant,  or  contract  to  be 
planted,  to  cabbage  this  vyear  is  7,270  acres,   60  percent  larger  than  the 
very  small  acreage  planted  under  contract  last  year,  but  still  less  than 
3/4  the  10-year  average  of  10,420  acres.     In  addition  to  the  -contracted 
acreage' which  may  vary  from  these  intentions,  kraut  packers  as  usual  will 
buy  considerable  cabbage  on  the  open  market.     The  planted  acreage  to  be 
represe.v'  wd  by  such  open-market  purchases  is  as  yet  undetermined  for  this 
year,     I:.-  the  past,  it  has  comprised  42  to  69  percent  of  the  total  planted 
acreage  utilized  for  kraut  manufacture. 

Processors'  plans  in  late  March  indicated  that  about  551,200  acres 
probably  will  be  planted  to  sweet  corn' for -commercial  canning  and  freezing 
this  year,  compared  with  544,400  acres  in  1947  and  the  10-year  average  of 
453, 9Cr  acres-.  If  these  plans  are  carried  out  and  abandonment  and  yields 
per  acre  are  average,  production  for  processing  this  year  would  be  about, 
one-fifth  above  that  of  last  year,  when  output  was  only  slightly  above 
average  because  of  below-average  yields. 
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Early  intentions  of  processors  to  plant  and  contract  green  peas  for 
processing  indicate  that  459*200  acres  will  be  planted  this  year,  about  one 
percent  more  than  last  year  and  about  11  percent  above  the  10-year  average. 
Of  the  total  acreage  intended^  for  processing  this  year,  about  368,800  acres 
may  be  planted  for  canning  and  90,400  acres  for  freezing.     The  acreage  for 
freezing  would  be  slightly  less  than  last  year  but  the  acreage  for  canning 
slightly  larger. 

Reports  from  spinach  processors  in  California  and  Texas  indicate  pro- 
duction of  32,200  tons  of  spinach  for  commercial  freezing  and  canning  in 
those  States.    This  is  10  percent  less  than  last  year  and  28  percent  less 
than  the  10-year  average.    Yields  indicated  this  year  are  large,  but  acreage 
is  down  from  last  year  in  both  States.    Production  in  the  2  States,  California 
and  Texas,  on  the  average  has  accounted  for  62  percent  of  the  total  production 
in  all  States.    Acreage  of  spinach  for  processing  in  all  States  combined  has 
declined  considerably  from  the  peak  reached  in  1942.    Acreage  and  production 
in  all  States  is  not  estimated  before  December. 

Acreage  of  tomatoes  for  processing  has  moved  generally  downward  since 
the  peak  of  about  627,000  planted  acres  was  reached  in  1942.    The  probable 
planted  acreage  this  year  is  indicated  to  be  472,680  acres,  10  percent  less 
than  in  1947,  8  percent  less  than  the  10-year  average,  and  the  smallest  since 
1941.    Assuming  average  abandonment  and  average  yields,  production  for  "proc- 
essing this  season  would  be  around  .27  percent  less. than  that  of  last  year. 

A  slightly  smaller  acreage  of  cucumbers  for  pickles  than  that  of  last 
season,  but  still  25  percent  above  average  plantings,  is  indicated  by  the 
intentions  of  pickle-packers  in  April.    Acreage  of  beets  for  processing  is 
being  increased  28  percent  over  that  of  1947,  which  was  39  percent  below  av- 
erage.   Plantings  of  pimientos  in  Georgia,  where  about  85  percent  of  the 
pimientos  have  been  grown  in  recent  years^  are  expected  to  show  an  8  percent 
increase  over  last  year  and  27  percent  above  average. 

CANNED  VEGETABLES 

1947  Pack  of  Canned  Vegetables 
Smallest  Since  1941  1/ 

The  1947  pack  of  commercially  canned  vegetables  is  tentatively  esti- 
mated at  about  6.1  billion  pounds,  processed  weight,  according  to  data  obtain- 
ed mainly  from  the  National  Canners  Association.     This* is  considerably  smaller 
than  the  record  pack  of  .nearly  7.6  billion  pounds  in  1946  and  the  smallest 
since  the  1941  pack  of  5.8  billion  pounds.    Canned  vegetables  in  1947  apparent- 
ly were  consumed  at  the  rate  of  about  41  pounds  per  capita,  higher  than  in 
any  year  prior  to  1945  but  below  the  record  of  46.5  pounds  in  1946. 

1/  Data  are  compiled  in  equivalent  cases  of  24  No.  2  cans  by  the  Bureau-of -  ' 
Agricultural  Economics  from  various  sources  and  include  asparagus,  beans 
(green  lima),  beans  (snap),  beets,  .  carrots,  corn,  mixed  vegetables,  peas, 
pumpkin  and  squash,  spinach,  other  leafy  greens,  kraut  (including  bulk),, 
pimientos,  potatoes,  sweetpotato.es,  tomatoes,  tomato  pulp,  tomato  juice  (in- 
cluding vegetable  combinations),  tomato  sauce,  tomato  paste,  catsup  and  chili 
sauce,  and  pickles  (including  bulk).  ... 
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About  2/3  of  the  total  1947  canned  vegetable  pack  T,ras  made  up  of  snap 
beans,  sweet  corn,  green  peas,  tomato  juice  and  tomato  combination  juices, 
tomatoes,  and  tomato  catsup  including  chili  sauce.    The  packs  of  all  itens, 
except  the  last  2,  were  considerably  smaller  in  1947  than  in  1946.     The  re- 
duction was  greatest  for  tomato  juice  and  tomato  combination  juices.  The 
pack  of  tomatoes  increased  about  16  percent. 

Complete  stock  data  are  no  longer  available.    As  of  March  1,  packers' 
and  distributors'  combined  stocks  of  canned  snap  beans,  sweet  corn,  green  peas, 
tomatoes,  and  tomato  juice  (including  tomato  combination  juices)  totaled  about 
68.9  million  actual  cases.  2/  This  is  only  about  2.3  million  cases  more  than 
were  held  a  year  earlier.     The  increase  is  primarily  in  packers'  stocks,  since 
wholesale  distributors'  total  stocks  in  general  are  about  1/5  smaller  than  on 
March  1,  1947.    All  of  this  increase  over  last  year  in  stocks  is  in  green  peas 
and  tomatoes.     The  increase  in  canned  tomato  stocks  is  desirable  and  the  pre- 
sent pea  stocks  are  not  considered  unduly  large,  and  probably  represent  better 
average  quality  than  those  of  a  year  ago. 


FROZEN  "VEGETABLES 

1947  Frozen  Vegetable  Pack 
Second  Only  to  Record  of  1946 

Although  the  1947  commercial  pack  of  frozen  vegetables,  now  estimated 
at  about  345.3  million  pounds,  was  somewhat  smaller  than  earlier  anticipated, 
it  was  second  only  to  the  record  of  450  million  pounds  in  1946.     The  packs 
of  frozen  lima  beans,  corn-on-the-cob,  and  succotash  were  larger  than  in  1946. 
However,  packs  of  most  items  were  reduced  considerably.     Those  of  frozen 
asparagus,  broccoli,  Brussels  sprouts,  carrots,  cauliflower,  and  rhubarb  were 
cat  more  than  half. 

In  addition  to  reducing  the  pack  in  1947,  the  trade  was  aggressive  in 
moving  the  record  stocks.    Frozen  storage  holdings  at  the  end  of  1947  were 
12  percent  smaller  than  the  record  of  a  year  earlier,    Frozen  vegetables 
apparently  moved  into  retail  consumption  channels  in  1947  at  the  record  annual 
rate  of  nearly  2.6  pounds  per  capita. 

Stocks  of  frozen  vegetables  in  commercial  storage  April  1  this  year 
totaled  19609  million  pounds  or  29  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier,  and  are 
not  considered  excessive  for  the  expanding  industry.     The  1943-47  average 
April  1  holdings  were  144.8  million  pounds.    Lima  beans  were  the  only  specific 
item  reported  for  which  frozen  holdings  this  April  were  larger  than  a  year 
earlier.    Packers  of  frozen  vegetables  probably  will  pack  more  vegetables  this 
year  than  last, though  they  may  not  equal  their  1946  record. 


POTATOES 


May  Mark s  Shift  in  Emphasis 
From  Old  to  New  Po  tatoe  s 

Shipments  of  new  potatoes  this  spring  have  ..been  slower  than  usual  in 
reaching  volume,  but  increased  rapidly  in  late  Aprils    By  mid-May  weekly  ship- 
ments of  new  potatoes  are  expected  to  surpass  those  of  potatoes  stored  from 
the  1947  crop.     Shipments  of  early-crop  potatoes  from  the  Southern  States  have 
been  delayed  by  unfavorable  weather  for  planting  and  growing.    In  California 
the  new  crop  is  maturing  at  about  the  usual  time,  but  a  little  later  than  in 

1947 '   car-3  of 

2/  All  sizes  combined,  without  conversion  to  equivalent  in  terms,  of/uniform  size. 
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The  delay  in  volume  movement  of  the.  early  crop  is  facilitating  a 
better  market  clean-up  of  the  old  -croj?  than  would  otherwise,  he  -the .case.; 
Stocks  of  merchantable  potatoes  from -the  1947--brop-..held  .by  .grower^ and  . 
local  dealers  on  Ilarch  1,  1948,  were  about  61  million  bushels.    This  was 
about  19  percent  less  than  stocks  a  year,  earlier  from  the  record  1946  crop, 
and  about  1  percent  larger  than  stocks  on  March  1,  1946  from  the  1945  crop. 
•On  Ilarch  1,  1948,  about  43  percent  of  the  stocks  were  in  Maine.     In  Maine., 
Minnesota,  and  Worth  Dakota,  stocks' were  about  as  large  as  a  year  earlier, 
but  in  Western  States  they  were  generally  smaller.    This  led  to  an  unusual 
movement  of  potatoes  to  western  markets  from  Minnesota  and  North  Dakota 
and  even  from. as  far  east  as  Maine. 

Slight  Increase  in  Potato  Acreage  for  Harvest 
InJLate  Spring  and  Early  Summer 

In  May,  an  increasing  percentage  of  potato  supplies  will  come  from 
the  late  spring  crop,  and  in  June  most  of  the  potatoes  will  come  from- it. 
The  acreage  of  commercial  early  potatoes  for  late  spring  harvest  this  year- 
is  estimated  at  165,900  acres,  6  percent  larger  than  in  1947  but  7  percent 
smaller  than  the  1937-46  average.    Nearly  half  of  this  acreage  is  m 
Calif ornia, where  plantings  are  27  percent  larger  this  year  than  last,  and 
where  yields  are  usually  high.    Among  other  Important  late  spring  States, 
the  acreage  this  year  is  about  the  same  as  last  year  for  North  Carolina, 
Alabama,  Texas,  and  Tennessee,  but  considerably  smaller  for  Louisiana  and 
South  Carolina.    Larger-than-usual  shipments  are  expected  in  June. 

Production  of  early  spring  potatoes,  the  market  movement  of  which 
will  continue  heavy  in  May,  is  estimated  at  3,373,000  bushels.    This  is 
15  percent  larger  than  in  1947  and  4  percent  larger  than  average.  The 
prospective  acreage  for  summer  harvest,  117 ,900-  acres ,  is  2  percent  larger 
than  in  1947  but  9  percent  smaller  than  average. 

Prospective  1948  Acreage  of  All 

Potato cs~About  as  Large  as  1947  Planted  Acreage 

If  farmers  carry  .out  their  intentions  as  of  March  1,  they  will  plant 
about  2,162,100  acres  to  potatoes  in'1948.     This  acreage,  which  includes 
the  commercial  early  crop,  is  1  percent  larger  than  the  1947. planted 
acreage,  but  8  percent  smaller  than  the  goal  and  25  percent  smaller  than 
the  average  acreage  for  1937-46. 

In  the  8  intermediate  States,  who re  the  potatoes  are  harvested  in 
summer  and  marketed  almost  immediately,  the  prospective  1948  acreage. is 
3  percent  smaller  than  the  1947  acreage  and  23  percent  smaller  than 
average.     In  the  29  late  States, which  provide  the. bulk  of  supplies  for  use 
in-  fall,  winter,  and  early  spring,  the  prospective  acreage  is  2  percent 
larger  than  the  1947  acreage  but  27  percent  smaller  than  average.  Among 
important  surplus  late  States,  increases  over  1947  are  in  prospect  generally 
in  high-yielding  Spates;    Maine,  5  percent;  Idaho,  8;  North  Dakota,  5j 
Colorado,  5'j  New  York  (Up. State),  10j  Washington,  21;  and  Oregon,  20  per- 
cent.   On  the  other  hand,  the.  following  decreases  are  in  prospect-: 
Minnesota,  3  percent*  Michigan,  5;  and  Wisconsin,  8  percent. 

If  1943-47  average  yields  by  States  are  attained,  the  prospective 
national  acreage  for  1948  would  produce  a  crop  of  about  357  million  bushels. 
But  if  yields  by  States  on  the  prospective  acreage  should  equal  those  of 
1947/  the  crop  would  be  about  396  million  bushels.    The  1947  crop  was  about 
384  million  bushels. 
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Prices  for  Potatoes  in  May  and  June  Expected  to 
Continue  Higher  Than  a  Year  Earlier 

Prices  that  growers, will  receive  for  potatoes  in  May  and. June  are 
expected  to  continue  moderately  higher  than  a  year  earlier,  mainly  because 
of  the  higher  support  prices.    As  market  movement  of  the  new  crop  increases 
in  volume  and  markets  become  saturated,  prices  probably  T/ill  decline  some- 
what from  Hay  to  June . 

Prices  for  potatoes  advanced  continuously  from  the  seasonal  low  of 
$1.49  per  bushel  in  September  to  $2.09  in  April.     In  such  important  surplus 
shipping  areas  as  Aroostook  County,  Maine,  and  the  Red  River  valley  of 
Minnesota  and  North  Dakota,  prices  for  the  1947  crop  generally  have  been 
at  or  slightly  above  support  levels,  though  they  have  dropped  slightly 
below  supports  at  times.    In  Idaho,  Colorado,  and  other  Western  States, 
prices  have  tended  to  be  well  above  support  levels.    Extensive  Government 
purchases  of  1947-crop  potatoes  to  keep  prices  from  falling  below  supports 
have  been  made  since  May  1947  in  Eastern  and  North  Central  States. 

Carlot  rail  and  boat  shipments  of  1948-crop  potatoes  totaled  4,795  cars 
through  April  24  this  season,  10  percent  fewer  than  a  year  earlier  from  the 
1947  crop.     Shipments  of  1947-crop  potatoes,  including  Government  purchases, 
totaled  2  65,690  cars  by  April  24,  1948,  9  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier 
from  the  1946  crop. 

Exports  Lead  in  Disposition  of  Potatoes 
Purchased'  by  Government  fo r~~Price  Supp or t 


Despite  the  fact  that  the  1947  crop  of  384  million  bushels  was  near 
the  193  6-45  average,  distribution  of  production  was  such  that  the  Government 
had  to  purchase  nearly  31  million  bushels  by  April  27,  1948,  for  price- 
support  purposes.     This  is  about  8  percent  of  the  1947  crop.     Carlot  ship- 
ments of  such  purchases  for  the  week  ending  April  24  totaled  450  cars  and 
consisted  mostly  of  Maine  and  Minnesota  potatoes.    As  of  April  27,  disposal 
of  the  31  million  bushels  was  approximately  as  follows:    Exports,  fresh  and 
dehydrated,  36  percent ;  alcohol,  25;  starch  and  flour,  15;  School  Lunch 
Program,  11;  livestock  feed,  7;  and  shrinkage  and  loss,  about  1.5  percent. 
In  addition,  about  4.5  percent  was  unreported  or  in  storage  awaiting  final 
disposition. 

Government  loans  for  price  support  covered  nearly  14.5  million 
bushels,  or  about  4  percent  of  the  total  1947  crop. 

1948  Potato  Price  Support  Program 

The  Government  price  support  program  for  1948-crop  potatoes,  as 
announced  March  5  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  will  be  similar  in  many 
respects  to  that  for  the  1947  crop.     Grower  prices  will  be  supported  at 
90  percent  of  parity.    During  spring  and  summer,  prices  will  be  supported 
if  necessary  by  a  combination  of  purchase,  diversion,  and  export  programs. 
After  the  winter  storage  period  begins  about  September  15,  it  is  planned 
that  the  only  means  of  price  support  will  bo  through  a  loan  program.  The 
most  important  deviation  from  the  programs  of  other  years  is  termination 
of  price  support  activity  on  December  31,  1948  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Steagall  Amendment. 

Eligibility  requirements  in  the  1948  program  include:     (l)  complianco 
with  1948  individual  farm  potato  acreage  goals,  (2)  a  now  provision  denying 
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eligibility to  growers  who  at -any  time  during  tho  season  soli,  oxcopt  for 
officially  certified  seed  potatoes:     (a)  ungraded  or  field-run  potatoes  ex- 
cept to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  6r  t.o  dealers  und.or  contract  with  the 
Department,  (b)  potatoes  of  U.  3.  No.  1  grade  or  quality,  Siz.Q.B,  or  U.  S. 
No.  2  grade  or  quality,  regardless  of  size,  except  to  the  Department  or  con- 
tracting dealers,  or,  with  the  ..prior  approval  of '  the  Department,  to  processors, 
livestock  feeders,  or  for  export,  or  (c)  cull  potatoes  oxoept  to  contracting 
dealers,  or,  with  the  prior  approval  of  tho  'Department ,  to  processors ,  live- 
stock feeders,  or  for  export;  and  (3)  payment  of  a  service  fee  in  connection 
with  establishment  of .eligibility. 

Potatoes  must  meet  specified  requirements  to  be  eligible  for  price  1 
support. 

A  schedule  of  f.o.b.  support  prices  for  1948-crop  early  and  intermediate 
potatoes  also  was  announced  March  5.    The  prices  are  calculated  to  reflect 
90  percent  of  parity  as  of  January  1,  1948,  .Because  parity  has  risen  since 
January  1,  1947,  these  prices  are  about  10  to  15  percent  higher  than  those  for 
1947-crop  early  and  intermediate  potatoes.    The  schedule  of  support  prices  for 
the  1948  late  crop  and  details  of  the  loan 'program  are  to  be  announced  later. 

SYJEET  POTATOES 

■Slight  Further  Increases  in 
Pr i c es  Seem  Probable 


The  marketing  season  for' 1947-crop  sweetpotatoes  is  about  completed. 
Through  April  24. this  season,  9,901  cars  had  been  shipped. by  rail  and  boat, 
23  percent  less  than  the  11,862  cars  in  the  same  part  of  the  1 94 6-47..  season. 
The  1947  crop  of  57.2  million  bushels  was  14  percent  smaller  than  the  1946 
crop.     In  mid-April,  weekly  carlot  shipments,  mostly  from  Louisiana,  wore 
less  than  half  those  a  year  earlier. 

Prices  that  growers  will  receive  for  the  small  remaining  stocks, 
especially  the  better  quality  sweetpotatoes,  nay  increase  slightly  in  Kay  and 
June.     In  April,  growers  received  an  average -of  02.40  per  bushel,  45  cents 
more  than  the  seasonal  low  in  November.,  and  7  cents  more  than  a  year'  earlier. 

The  Government  purchased  for  price  support  about  595,000  bushels  of 
sweetpotatoes  in  the  Lastc.rn  Shore  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  and  in  North 
Carolina  last  fall/ when  usual  market  outlets  did  nqt  handle  the  offerings.  In 
other  aroas ,  prices  tended  to.be  somewhat  above  support  levels.     Final  dis- 
position of  the  Government  purchases  was  as  follows:     School  Lunch  Program, 
83  percent;  dehydrated  for  stock  feed,  16  percent-;  and  shrinkage  and  loss, 
1  percent.  -  •   -     ;  "  / 

Reduced  Acreage  for  Seetpotatoes 
in  Prospect-  '  "Tor  1943 

Prospective  -plantings  of  sweetpotatoes-  in  1948  amount  to  about 
560,100  acres,  9  percent  smaller  than  the  acreage  planted  in  1947,  24  p.eroent 
-smaller  than  the  average  for  1.937-46,  and  9  percent  smaller  than  the  1948  goal. 
The  intended  acreage  in  the  important  commercial  sWoetpotato  State  of  Louisiana 
is  15  percent  smaller  than  the  1947  acreage.  ■  .  . 

The  prospective  national  acreage  at  1942-46  average  yields  by  States 
would  produce  a  crop  of  about  52.3  million  bushels.     This  would  be  9  percent 
smaller  than  the  1947  crop  and  19  percent  smaller  than  the  1937-46  average. 
Plantings  within  acreage  goals  will  be  one  of  the  eligibility  requirements  for 

anticipation  in  the  price-suioport  program  for  the  1948  crop.  Other  details  on 

he  program  are  to  be  announced  later. 
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DRY  EDIBLE  BEAMS 

Government  Purchases  Provide  Important 
Outlet  for  Dry  Beans  This  Season 

Prices  received  by  growers  for  1947-crop  dry  edible  beans  averaged  about 
$12  per  bag  of  100  pounds  during  fall  and  early  winter.     Since  then  they  have 
declined  slightly,  averaging  $11.10  for  April.    They  probably  will  hold  at  or 
near  this  level  for  the  rest  of  the  season.    Government  purchases  for  foreign 
relief  feeding  have  given  a  firm  tone  to  the  market  this  season,  and  prices  have 
averaged  considerably  above  support  levels.     By  April  1,  the  Government  purchased 
about  1.4  million  bags  of  beans,  about  9  percent  of  the  crop  (cleaned  basis),  in 
line  with  an  allocation  of  2,3  million  bags  for  export  in  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1948.    More  than  half  of  the  beans  purchased  had  been  shipped  by  April  1,  going 
primarily  to  Austria,  Greece,  and  Italy, 

Prospective  1948  Acreage  About  as  Large 
as  1947  Planted  Acreage 

Farmers  will  plant  about  1,811,000  acres  to  dry  edible  beans  in  1948  if 
they  carry  out  their  intentions  as  of  March  1.    This  would  be  about  1.5  percent 
less  than  in  1947,  10  percent  less  than  the  average  for  1937-46,  and  17  percent 
less  than  the  1948  goal.    A  crop  of  17*2  million  bags  (uncleaned)  was  produced 
in  1947.    The  price-support  program  for  the  1948  crop  has  not  been  announced. 

DRY  FIELD  PEAS 

Export  s  of  Dry  Fie  Id  Peas  Again 
Large  This  Season 

Prices  received  by  growers  for  1947-crop  dry  field  peas  have  been  moderatel 
above  support  levels  during  most  of  the  1947-48  season.    They  averaged  ^5.28  per 
100-pound  bag  in  April,  compared  with  $4.85  in  April  1947.    Prices  in  May  and  June 
probably  will  continue  near  the  April  1948  level. 

As  with  dry  edible  beans,  foreign  outlets  have  provided  a  strong  market  for 
dry  peas.     For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1948,  about  2  million  bags  of  dry  peas  hav 
been  allocated  for  export.    Purchases  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Arm; 
for  shipment  abroad  for  food  and  seed  use  totaled  about  1.7  million  bags  by  April 
This  is  equal  to  about  one-fourth  of  the  1947  crop.    Most   of  these  purchases  had 
been  shipped  by  that  date,  going  primarily  to  Japan,  Germany,  and  Austria,  with 
minor  quantities  to  Italy,  Trieste,  and  Greece. 

Reduction  of  15  Percent  in  Acreage  of 
Dry  FieM  Peas  in  Prospect  fo"r~~1948 

About  470,000  acres  will  be  planted  to  dry  field  peas  in  1948  if  farmers 
carry  out  their  plans  of  March  1.    This  would  be  15  percent  below  the  1947  planted 
acreage  but   2  percent  larger  than  the  average  for  1937-46.     For  Washington  and 
Idaho,  the  two  largest  dry-pea  producing  States,  the  prospective  reductions  below 
1947  acreage  are  5  and  14  percent  respectively.    The  prospective  national  acreage 
at  1942-46  average  yields  by  States  would  produce  a  crop  of  dry  peas,  including 
seed,  of  about  5,9  million  bags,  uncleaned.    This  would  be  about  9  percent  smaller 
than  the  1947  crop  of  6,5  million  bags.     Features  of  a  price-supper  t  program  for 
the  1948  crop  will  be  announced  later. 
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Table"  1.-  Truck  crops >f or  fresh  market :  Acreage  and  prpducti^nyrav^ra-ge.- l?37-.'i6, 
I   ,  ■  '  .  annual  1947  and  indicated  .1948- 


Seasonal 

group- 
and  crop 


.Average  l947 
.1937-46. 

•  # 

:  Acres      Acres      Acres  % 


Indicated  194*8" 


Acres 


7^of:foof 


SPRING:  f  :  — ~~ 

Asparagus  l/  :127, 180  123,430  122,960 
Beans,  lima  :  8,120  6,500  5,260 
Beans,  snap2/:  51,490    55,600  42,900 

Beets   :    1,770      1,370'  .  1,080 

Cabbage  3/...:  30,720 
Cantaloups  .,  :  18,130 
Carrots  9,430 
Cauliflower..:'  9,160 

Celery  :  4,660 

Cucumbers  4_/.  •  9,830 
940 
620 
620 


?av,  :f47 

r 


55,600 
1,370' 
33,250. 
21,630 
10,400 
11,550 
6,300 
13,450 
1,400 
250 


97  100 
65  81 
83  77 
61  79 
33,750  110  102 
15,970    88  74 
8.,  500    90.  82 
12,650  138  110 
7,800  167  124 
15,000  153  112 
1,800  191  129 
300    48  120 


52 ,400 
55,200 
14,200 
5,400 
2,000 
9,430 
55,550 
51,500 


61,100  118  117 

60,980  . 93  110 

10,920    35  77 

10,000  327  185 

1,900    83  95 

9,570    90  101 

53,400  108  96 

51,000  161  99 


99 


Eggplant 
Honey'  Balls  5/V 
Honey  Dews  5/ : 
Lettuce  4/.T. :  51,930 
Onions  .......  65,430 

Peas,  gr.  4/. :  31,420 
Peppers,  gr.  •  3,060 
Shallots  ....:'  2,300 

Spinach  .   10,690 

Tomatoes  4/ '. . :  49,480 
Watermelons, . : '31,580 
rotal  spring  : 
to  date  1/3/: 

Acreage  7. ..: 518, 560  530,810  526,840  102 
A.  and  prod. :390, 500  375,100  380,750    98  102 
Grand  total  : 

SPRING  3/3/.  :6l4,570  629,840       '  —  —  

1  '  Prospec- 
3ARLY  SUMMER:  :''  tive 
Cabbage  2/..-:  12,580    11,190    11,600    92  104 
Onions  ...... »  •  7,500     --4,820      4,730    63  98 

Watermelons..  :T88, 190  217,100  191,900  102  88 
IAT2  SUMMER:    v '  -  • 

Cabbage  3/.  .  .. .  21,400    16,890  .  17,730    83  105 

Onions  .......  61,740    60,110    63,840  103  106 

Watermelons..:  25,270    22,770  ;  22,770    90  100 
rotal  summer  : 
to  date'  3/    .:'*"  _ 

A*,:  and-  P"rod.  :316, 680  332,880  312,570  99 
Grand  total     s ;  • 

' SUMMER  3/  . . ; 718, 190- 778,540       '  '  -  — 

EARLY  FAIL:     :  r — •  :- 

Cabbage- 3/...  62,120  54,160  63,400  102  117 
Grand  total  • 

FALL* . . .". . .  .254, 610  -249 ,240   -  ... 


94 


"PRODUCTION  (equiv.  tonsj 


Average 

1937-46 


"1947 


Indi  c  ated  1948 
:%of:%of 


Tons 


Tons 


Tons 


Tons 


•av.  :  '47 


4/96,500  4/100,000    4/92,200    96  92 


63,300 
8,600 


66,500 
6,400 


53,800 
5,200 


85 
60 


81 
81 


4/97,400    4/98,700  4/103,400  106  105 


90,400 
56,600 
93,000 
21,700 
'5,500 


124,900 
■  72,700 
140,600 
25,000 
4,600 


90,100  100 
78,300  138 
147,900  159 
31,000  143 
10,100  184 


236,900  313,600  300,100  127 
4/94,000  4/100,100    4/88,200  94 


35,600 
10,000 
3,200 
28,300 
114,700 


23,200 
7,400 
2,500 
24,600 
131,900 


15,300  .43 
25,000  .250 
..  2,400  75 
25,000  88 
119,400  104. 


72 
108 
105 
124 
220 


96 
88 
66 

338 
96 

102 

:  91 


,055,700  1,242,700  1,187,400  112 
,668,900  1,982,500 


96 


84,000 
55,100 
589,112 

163,200 
691,600 
129,400 


73,400 
33,350 
69.9,600 

138,400' 

631,975" 
126,800 


as* 


7.12/412  1,753',  525 
,097,100  3,.363  '  700 


567,100 "450,900 

552,100  1,490,700 


7~CTudes  asparagus  for  processing.  2/  EaTly^nT^id-spring  onl^"  37^cludes" 
cabbage  for  sauerkraut.    4/  Early  spring  only.    5/   Early  covered  acreale  only. 
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Table  2. -Truck  crops;    Unweighted  average  wholesale  prices  at  New  York  and  Chicago 
for  stock  of  generally  good  quality  and  condition  (U.  S.  No,  1 
when  quoted),  indicated  periods  19^7  and  1948 


Market  and 
commodity 


New  York 


Asparagus,  select  and 
extra  fancy,  Calif.  . 

Beans ,  lima ,  Fla . 

Beans ,  snap ,  green,  Fla . 

Beets,  bunched,  Tex.  .. 

Beets,  topped,  Tex.  ... 

Beets,  topped,  eastern 

Broccoli,  western 

Cabbage,  domestic,  Fla. 

Cabbage,  domestic,  Tex. 

Cabbage,  Danish,  N.  Y. 

Carrots,  bchd.,  western 

Carrots,  topped,  Tex.  . 

Carrots ,  topped ,eastgrs 

Cauliflower,  western 

Celery,  G.  Heart,  Fla. 

Celery,  G.  Heart, Calif 

Cucumbers ,  Fla .  ... 

Eggplant,  Fla  

Escarole,  Fla  

Kale ,  Va . 

Lettuce,  Iceberg,  west 

Onions : 

Yellow  Bermuda,  Tex. 
Sw.  Spanish,  Idaho 
Yellow,  N.  Y  

Peas,  green,  western  .. 

Peas,  green,  Fla  

Peppers,  green,  Fla.  .. 

Spinach,  Savoy  type, Tex 

Tomatoes,  Fla  

Tomatoes,  Fla  

Chicago 

Asparagus,  select  and 
extra  fancy,  Calif.  . 

Beans,  snap,  green, Fla, 

Beets,  bunched,  Tex.  .. 

Broccoli,  western   

Broccoli,  Tex.   

Cabbage,  domestic,  Tex. 

Cabbage,  Danish,  Wis. 

Carrots,  bchd.,  weetorn 


Unit 


Pyramid  crt . 

-LU .  dy 

BU. 

Bu. 

7.74 

xj <±  .L.A.  crc . 

'  2.37 

50-lb ,  sack 

:      2 .00 

Bu. 

:  1.00 

Pony  crt. 

:  5*66 

50-lb.  sack 

:  1,30 

50-lbV  sack 

:  I06O 

50-lb.  sack 

:  .79 

L.  A.  crt. 

:  4,77 

50-lb .  sack 

:  1.97 

Bu. 

:  .92 

Pony  crt. 

:  2.64 

16- inch  crt. 

:  6.55 

1/2  crt. 

Bu. 

:  3/12. 89 

Bu. 

4.70 

Bu. 

:  3,24 

Bu. 

:  .90 

L.  A.  crt. 

:  4,04 

50-lb .  sack 
50-lb,.  sack 
50-lb.  sack 

Bu. 

Bu« 

Bu. 

Bu. 

Lug, 6x6  &  lgr. 
Lug,  6x7 


'9W 


Month 


Mar^ 
"doI. 


3.19 
1.32 
3.77 

7.20 
2.21 

9/  6.08 


Week 
ended 
Apr.  19 
Dol.  * 


5.68 
•6.58 
4.80 
2.00 
1.92 

8.10 
1.56 
1.49 
.88 
3.78 
I.58 
i.bo 
3.4o 
6.00 

10.60 
6.38 
1.60 
.76 
•6.50 

V2-53 

1.68 
3  AO 


•9.50 
■  .98J/. 


1947-48  season 


Month 


Dec . '  Jan . *  Feb ; *  Mar 
Dol.    Dol.    Dol.  Dol. 


Week 
ended 
'Apr.  17 
Dol, 


3.30 
2.19 

1.41 

2/ 
2.57 
2.51 
10.18 

2.86 
2.82 
4. -28 
5.23 
4.26 
6.38 

1.97 
1.08 
6.22 


4.96 

2.21 
2.19 


6.09 
6.08 
2.60 
2.11 


11.62 
5.58 
3.78 
1.92 
1.79 


6C32 
4.78 

5.05 

2.50 

2.00 


8.08 

1.46 
l.:54 
2.88 

7.51 
5.23 


6.17 
1.71 
1.78 
2.76 
6.85 
3.27 

w- 

2.32 
3.62 

6.42 
7.74^.0.63 
6.82~  7.28 
J.58  1.32 
1.50  2.06 
6.18  4,94 


1.421/1.85 
6.80  7.85 
1.59  3.05 
1.56  — 


6.71 
3.95 


8.95 
6.0C 


3.17 
3.08 


2.82 
3.10 


2.98 

2,60 


10.70 
5.72 
1.62 
1.36 
4.23 


3.98 
2.80 
2.90 
.84 
6.60, 


k.3h  5.55 
3.^3  3.76 
5-39  5.92 
-6/5.38 
5.28  7.76 
1:57  1.86 


6.82 
5.00 
4.76 
2.88 
6.34 
2.61 


--  -4/6.67 
6.86'  - 
5.65  6.00 
5.95  U.18 


3.22 
1.93 


3.68 
1.08 


6.25 
5.72 


8.083/5.12  8/5.208/6.37 
7.511A.92  5/4.93I/5.88 


Pyramid  crt.  : 

10.82 

5.68  i 

11.64 

6.40 

Bu.  : 

8.72 

5.50; 

3.64 

4.67 

6.11 

3.56 

5.28 

1/2  L.  A.  crt.: 

2.34 

2.25  ;' 

l«92 

2.01 

2  .16 

1.77 

1.97 

Pony  crt.-  : 

5.30 

7.12 : 

6.81 

4.77 

6.1k 

6.66 

7.18 

Pony  crt.  : 

4.13 

5.62 

3.96 

5.40 

2/ 

50-lb .  sack  : 

1.56 

1.36: 

2.73 

1.91 

1.52 

1.75 

3.^9 

50-lb .  sack  : 

•  97 

2.27 

2.25" 

L.  A.  crt.  : 

3.92 

3.32.: 

8.68 

5.3^ 

6.13 

6.01 

7.35 

-Continued 
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Table  2. -Truck  crops:    Unweighted  average  wholesale  prices  at  New  York  and  Chicago 
for  stock  of  generally  good  quality  and-  condition  (U.  S.  No.  1 
when  quoted),  indicated  periods  1947  and  1948 -(Continued) 

"      *        1        "'  :  1947       ;  1947-48  season  ZZZZ 

Market  and  :  _  :  M0nth:    Week    :  ,:  .  ,  Month  :  Week 

commodity  :  ^it  :  :    ended  :  Dec<:  Jan<:  Feh .  :Mar . :  ended 

 I  :  Mar.  ;Apr.  19  ;  « :         :         :       :Apr .  17 

:  :  Pol.       Pol./"    Dol .:  -Pol.  •  Pol.  Pol.  Pol. 

Chicago    (Cont'd)  :  :  • 

Carrots,  hchd.,  Texas    :  L.  A.  crt.  :  3.29       3.12|    6.60   •  4~.55  .  .  .5.75    5.45  7.18 

Carrots,  topped,  111.    :50-lb.  sack  :    .75         .75!    2.87     2.84       "  . 

Cauliflower,  western  ..:    Pony  crt.  :  2.35       3.28;    2.42     2.17     2.91    2.61  2.52 

Celery,  G.  Heart,  Fla.  : 16- inch  crt.  :  7.28       7.05;    4.11     3.72     3.38    3.29  2.75 

Celery,  G.  Heart, Calif . :    1/2  crt.  :  —  —    i    4.90     5.42  2/ 

Cucumbers,  Fla.  :        Bu.  --■       12,25:    4.85     7<833Al«19  11.88  4.25 

Eggplant,  Fla  :        Bu.  :  4.18       5.50|6/4.28  2/7 .05     —       6.14  3.46 

Escarole,  Fla  :        Bu.  :  3.02       2.40j"~  2.01  "  1.64     1.45    1.55  2.05 

Lettuce,  Iceberg, western:  L.  A.  crt.       3.64       5.18:    5.96     5.83     4.67    3.87  5.22 

Onions :  :  :  ; 

Yellow  Bermuda,  Tex.  :50-lb.  sack  :  --       4/2.10-  *  --         —       --  5.58 

Sw.  Spanish, western  ^:50-lb.  sack  :  2.89   "  2,8li    4.06     5.3O     6.32    6.99  " 

Yellow,  midw.   :50-lb.  sack  :  I.57       1.71-    3.43*    3.97     5.23    5.88    6. 06 

Peas,  green,  western     :        Bu.  :  3.53       3.22|-  5 .00  6/4.52 ^2/5,34  3.97 

Peppers,  green,  Fla.'     :        Bu.  :  8.08  .     7.75-2/5.66^2/7.66     6. 13    3.68  4.30 

Peppers,  green,  Tex.      :        Bu.  :  —  —    :    4.63  5.84 

Spinach,  flat  type,Tex.:        Bu.  :  I.69       I.582/I.86     1.80     2.18  Xjfe.jpfi.f60 

Tomatoes,  Mexico   :.  :Lug,6x6  lgr .  :  6.63       8.65 f  6.00     6.92     6.56    5.52""  6.58 

Tomatoes,  Mexico   :Lug,  6x7  :  6.21       8.28:    5.39     6.12     5.77    4.97    6. 05 

Tomatoes,  repacked  10-Ib .  bskt.  :  2.48       3.18:    2.39..  .2.81     2.65  — 

Tomatoes,  hothouse  . ...:  8-lb.  bskt.  :  —  3.48  ■    .2.81  3.25 

Tomatoes,  Fla  : 6x6  &  lgr.  :  --  --    :    6.62  8/8.21  2/6.85  — 


1/  Long  type .  6/  Texas . ■ 

2/  Less  than  10  quotations.       ■  '7/  Virginia. 

3/  Cuba...  8/  Auction' sales-. 

4/  Commerc  ial  grade .  9/  Mexico .  - 

5/  3-inch  minimum.  10/lllinois . 

Compiled  from  records  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration. 
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Table '5  .-    Truck  crops:  '  Average  -  prices  received  by.  gravers ,., United..  States,-- 

■ :  March  1-15,  1948;,  with- comparis.ons;  ..- 


Commodity 


:  Container 


Artichokes-'  .  • . 
Asparagus  . . •  • 
Beans,  lima 
Beans ,.  snap  ,  • 

Beets-  

Cabbage  . .-. ... . 

Carrots   » 

Cauliflower  • . 
.Celery.  ... ...... 

Cucumbers  .... 

Eggplant 

Lettuce   . 

Onions  ....... 

Peas ,  green 
-Peppers-,  gre.en 
Spinach'  . . . ... . 

Strawberries 
Tomatoes  .... 


Unit  ;  5 -year  :  March  :  Month, :  Month, :  March 

height  raverage:"  1-15,"  Y' March     Feb,,  '•'  1-15,* 
■T.  :1 938-42  :  1947     :  1947     ::,1948     :  1948 


. .  » .  * . 


• . . .... 


• 

:  Pounds 

• 

Del. 

Dol  • 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

•  "R  rnr 

.1U 

• 

(-i  «  o 

3  25 

3  o00 

4.35 

3750 

.«  Crate  . 

30 

• 

/  *  ou 

D  .  DO 

u  .  \J\J 

32 

* 

■?    1  ? 

5  50 

6.00 

-  '  3  -85 

4.25 

;     1D.U.D  UCl 

* 

30 

• 

J.  t/Tt.d 

5.80 

3r70 

2.00.  • 

"52 

A  7 

#  u  u 

60 

.55 

.50. 

;     J.  SJl-L 

■2 

000-' 

PP  RO 

23  00 

20.20 

24.10 

50 

* 

•  i  -45 

1-35 

2  .10 

2.00 

37 

.  1-35 

1.45 

.  1,35 

1.40 

cr 

65 

* 

•1.45 

4,45 

4.05 

2.45 

1.90 

48 

*. 

1 1  60 

 L  « 

7.50  j 

Bushel 

33 

■ 

1.02 

.-  -2.75 

2.60 

4*70 

5,50.  v 

:  Crate 

70 

• 

1.81 

2-.  55 

■  2.45" 

2.80 

2.45  , 

50 

» 
• 

•  .78 

■  95 

1.15 

4.60 

.  4.9-5. 

:  Bushel 

30 

I 

.  -1.55-- 

2.5.0 

.  2.30 

.  3.05 

'  4.15" 

:  Bushel 

25 

♦ 

-  1,26 

6.25 

.  '5.30 

4.10 

2.15 

18 

.  .54- 

1.25 

'  '  1.20 

1,10 

*.ao 

:24-qt.  crt. 

36 

•  -4.46 

15.10 

'  14  .'.70 

12.35 

7.45  ■ 

53 

■ 

:2.28 

■  8.55 

7.75  , 

7.75 

.  7.00.2 

Table  4.-  Truck  crops  for  commercial  processing:  Intended 
-.  .  plantings  1948,  with  comparisons- ; 


■  -Crop  .  1  • :-:    .':  ••' 

Planted  acrea 

ge  , 

•  1948  as  a 

percentage  af_ 

• 

-Average 
193  7-46 

\  1C47 

:  Intended  \ 
:  1948 

:  Average 
:  1937-46 

/  '  1947 

-,  A  cries 

Acres 

Acres 

:  Percent 

Percent 

Beans,  snap  

'•: : 

110,540 

109,430 

105,880 

:      95,8  . 

■  96,8 

B © @~b s  •••••!••••.•••••« 

•  i 

:  16,210 

9,950 

12 , 700 

78.4 

127.6 •  j 

Cabbage  for  kraut  l/. . 

..: 

10,420 

4,540 

7,270 

69.8- 

r  1  1GQU  ^< 

Corn,  sweet  .7. . . 

. : 

45.3,900 

544,400 

551,200 

!     121.-4  ■ 

101,2  . 

Cucumbers  for  .pickles 

« : 

109,020 

•    139,890  ■- 

155,850.  . 

:  124.6-..,, 

-!  a7f  i  1 

412,660 

453,760 

459,200 

:  111.3 

101.2 

Pimientos  (Ga.  only)  . 

•  : 

13,530 

16,000 

17,200 

•  127.1 

107.5 

Spinach,  California 

• 

• 

and  Texas  only  2/  . . 

• : 

16,390 

12,390 

10,350  j 

63.1 

83.5 

515,030 

523,830 

472,680  ■ 

91.8 

90.2 

• 

1,814,190 

1,772,330  - 

106#9 

97.7 

1/    "Contract  acreage1'  only,     "Open  market"  acreage  is  in  addition  to  this  and 
usually  amounts  to  about  half  the  total  acreage  of  cabbage  for  kraut. 
2/    Spinach  for  processing  is  grown  in  4  other  States  (Md.,  Va.,  Ark.,  and  Okla.), 
and  the  acreage  in  California  and  Texas  is  about  half  the  total  acreage. 
3y     Including  only  parts  of  the  acreage  for  kraut  cabbage  and  for  spinach,  as 
indicated  in  footnotes  1  and  2.    In  addition  to  these  9  crops,  the  acreage  of 
asparagus  and  lima  beans  for  processing  is  still  to  be  reported.    E0TE  that  the 
pimiento  acreage  is  for  Georgia  only;    a  relatively  small  acreage  is  grown  in  Cali- 
fornia . 
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Table  5.  -  Truck  orops,  potatoes,  and  sweet  potatoes  :    Car-lot:  (rail  and 

boat)  shipments  from  originating  points-,  in- the  United  ■  • 
 .States,  for  indicated  periods  in  194 7-  and  1948  l/  „  ... 


Commodity 


1947 


•Month 
Mar. 


Asparagus   -....v. 

Beans,  snap  and  lima  . 

Beets  

Broccoli 

Cabbage   . .  : 

Carrots   ....*..«: 

Cauliflower  : 

Celery  .....»........*•: 

Com,  green  . 

Cue  umbers  •» ............ : 

Eggplant  : 

Es  carol  e  .......*.......< 

Greens,  except  spinach.* 
Lettuce  and  ro main e  . .  -. : 
Mixed  vegetables-  ••>•#•*  s 

Onions  

Peas,  green 

Peppers,  green 

Spinach  ........  ^  \ ...  • 

Tomatoes  : 

Turnips  and  rutabagas  \i 
Total  of  above  . ..: 


Potatoes : 
••Early  .'.-»...., 
Intermediate  ■ 
Late,  surplus 
Late,  other  • 


Cars 

720 
71 
151 
317 
3,408 
2,836 
1,404 
2,665 


116 
215 
7,77-7 
4,887 
2,051 
392 
66 
992 
97 
32 

28,197 


765 
1 

29,415 
365 


-----  Total  ...-.........:  30,54'6 

Sweetpotatses  ........  1,074 

:  r 

»  Grand*total* •  59,817 


Week 
ended 


"1947-48  "season 


Month 


Week 
ended 


Apr.  19  i 

Deo.  ; 

jjan. 

Feb.  : 

Mar.  : 

Apr.  17 

Cars  ; 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

259  i 

■  m  m 

• 

244 

366 

'  :     134  ' 

787 

404 

195 

680 

167 

27 : 

61 

•  79 

-  108 

144  • 

70 

60 : 

238 

338 

225 

202 

41 

665  | 

2,328 

3,798 

3,984 

3 -,269 

726 

621  : 

1,416 

2,108 

1,855 

2,508 

622 

175: 

1,333 

1,485 

1,430 

1,354 

364 

'•  ••  702  : 

2,919" 

'  2  ,'773 

2,464 

3,038 

639 

3 

8 

"  '  14 : 

1  176 

'     '  13 

116 

255 

6 

3 

8 

43 : 

'•188 

279 

158 

145 

18 

56: 

247 

266 

187 

204 

43 

2,150 j 

6-,116- 

■  6,635  • 

-  -  6,223 

7-,  3  83 

2,129 

820  : 

4-,  2  03 

•  4,673  : 

4,512  * 

>  4,000 

779 

858: 

2,310 

2,368  ' 

1,418  ; 

•  •  932 

941 

99  ■ 

  26- 

,       47  ; 

•24 

*98 

79 

3 

182; 

61 

41  ■ 

•  386' 

76 

110. 

■^504 

•     599  : 

-    •  818-  ■ 

'  797 

37 

23 

912 

394 

89  • 

279 

80 

■   ,    _  ^ 

•  62 

59 

63 

49 

■■' '  1 

Jm 

24,014 

26,379 

•  23,800 

25,834 

'•  7,449 

1,261 

•    •  -  66- 

'     131  ' 

'  614 

983 

'  950 

i  48; 

4 

2 

•  .a 

4,772 

:  15,704 

21,628 

20,203 

26,279 

'.  ...  4,535 

'  12 

:  '217; 

•  329 

489'  ' 

,;360. 

-  41 

6,045 

:  16,035 

22,092 

21,308 

27,623 

'5,526 

239 

:  1*,270: 

'  925 

700'' 

'  596 

102 

13,107 

:  41^,319 : 

49,396 

45,808" 

54',  053* 

.  13,077 

l/  Does  not  include  shipments  by  motortruck.  includes  Government  purchases.-. 
"Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Production  and  Marketing.„Adminis tration. 
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Table  6.-  Potatoes:    Unweighted  average  prices  for' stock  of  generally  good  quality 
and  condition  (U.  S.  No.  1,  size  A,  when  quoted),  at  shipping  points  and  terminal 
  markets,  indicated  periods,  1947  and  1948 


1947 


Location  and  variety 

,  Unit 

•Month 

:  Week  • 
: ended  j 

Month 

:  Week 
: ended 

:  Mar. 

•Apr. 19  < 

Dec.  : 

Jan.  : 

Feb. ; 

Mar . 

:Apr.  17 

:Sao3c  of 

:  Pol,, 

Pol. 

:  Do1' 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Shipping  points  :            ■"  -'  - 

1 

ITew  crop: 

Dade  County,  Fla.  l/;. . . . . , 

:.  5Q-lb. 

2*.  22 

— — — 



2.32 

2.57 

_ 

TiOWPT*  Pin  frr'n'nrlA  Val  "lfiv 

points ,  Texas  l/  

Kern  Countv.  Calif . 

:  50-lb. 

2/2.22 

3.50 

Long  White   .  • 

•100-lb, 

2/3.18 

— : 

www 

■■Wm 

2/5.70 

Old  nroD' 

San  Luis  Valley,  Colo., 

•100-lb. 

:  2.96 

:  3.21 

.    3.42  . 

4.04  . 

3.  .8.6. 

Idaho  Falls,  Idaho, 

•100-lb. 

:  2.84 

1  3.76 

4,1.9 

4.69 

4...83 

Aroostook  County,  Me., 

•>—•« 

:  100- lb. 
:100-lb. 

:  2.30 
:  2.42 

2.39 

i  2.86 
'  2.90 

3 .0.5. 
3.0.5  . 

3.12  . 
3.03 

2...9.9 
3.06 

3,04 

Chippewa  

•100-lb. 

•  2.23 

,  2.72 

2.75 

2.72 

2.80 

Western  ITebr.,  Platte  Val- 

ley points,  Bliss  Tr. 

!  100-lb. 

3.55 

3. '63.  " 

3.86 

3.78 

Rochester,  IT#  Y. ,  various 

:100-lb. 

;  2.412/2.50 

|  3.01 

3.18. 

3.22. 

3.12. 

.  3,38 

Red  River  Valley,  N.  Dak. 

•100-lb. 

s  2.02 

2.54 

2.53 

2.75 

2-69  3/2.75 

Yakima,  Ellensburg  Dist., 

Wash,,  Russet  Burbank  2/ 

:100-lb. 

:  2.92 

3.69 

4.19 

5.18 

5.20 

Stevens  Point,  Wis., 

various  varieties  3/.... 

•100-lb. 

•  2.06 

2.05 

2.58 

2.55 

2.77. 

2. .86 

Terminal  markets: 

ITew  York;  > 

Bliss  Triumph,  Fla.  (new), 

50-lb.  - 

2.27 

3.12 



 . 

2.98 

3.21 

4.55 

Bliss  Triumph,  Texas  (new) 

50- lb.  ■ 

3.48 

Bliss'  Triumph,  Uebr.  (old); 

50-lb'.  ■ 

2.97 

3.02 

2.99 

2.98 

Green  Mountain,  L.  I.  ... 

100-lb.  ; 

•  3.12 

2.91 

5.42 

3.52.  . 

3,44. 

3.48 

3,56 

Green  Mountain,  Me.  ..... 

100-lb. 

2.  9  5 

2.99 

3.39 

3.71 

3.76 

3.78 

3,72 

100-lb. 

2.97 
4.18 

3.04 
4.48' 

3.39 
.  5.51 

3.71, 
6.03 

3.76 
6.53 

3.79 
6.50 

3.72 
7.04 

Russet  Burbank,  Idaho  2/., 
Chicago :                          "~  ; 

100-lb.  s 

New  croD-»  « 
Bliss  Triumph,  Fla.  .....< 

Old  crop: 

50-lb.  • 

2.55  4/2.94 

3.19 

3.18 

4.70 

Bliss  Triumph,  Nebr.  2/..- 
Bliss  Triumph,  Midw.  3/. .  . 
Cobbler,  Midw.  3/  - 

•100-lb. 
100-lb.  ! 
100-lb.  : 
100-lb.  : 
100-lb.  . 

3.89 

2.41 
3.84 
3.81 

3.96 

2.05 
3.90 
3.68 

2.90 
4.06 
4.80 

4.44 

3.15 
4.50 
5,34 

4.65 
3.70 
3.41 
4.88 

4.79 
3.50 
3.00 
4.79 
5.97 

5.32 
3.82 

5.03 
6.92 

Russet  Burbank,  Idaho  2/.  < 

5.78 

1947-48  season 


l/    Bliss  Triumph.    2/   Washed.     Zj  Washed  and  unwashed.    4/  Texas. 
Compiled  from  records  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration. 
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Ta"ble  7. -Potatoes,  commercial  early:    Acreage,  yield  per  acre,  and  production, 
average  1937-46,  annual  1947,  and  indicated  1948  l/ 


Seasonal 
group 


Winter  * , .  . 

Early  spring 
Late  spring 
Summer 

Total 


  Acreage 

Average:  ^ 
1937-46:    y  ' 
Acres 


Yield'per  acre_ 


Production 


: Indicated :Average Indicated lAve'mgp  : , n,  * 


Acres 
11,400 
22,400 


12,450 

27,620 
177,940  157,200 
129,150  H%700 
347,160  306,700 


1948    : 1937 -46; 


Acres 


■  Bu 


8,000:'.  1^4 
26,900:  118 
165,900:  168 

2/117 ,900 165 
318,700;  161 


115 
131 
239 
210 
"216" 


1948  ,:1937- 

132 

125 


:  Indicated 
:  1948 


1/  This  acreage  and  production 
2/  Intended. 


ltG30"but  1.000  bu  1,000  bu 
l,6?5     1,306  1,054 
3,252     2,934  3,373 
30,115  37,633 

21,240    24,286   --- 

567251  667159 


is  later  included  in  the  reports  of  total  potatoes. 


Table  8 . -Sweetpotatoes :    Unweighted  average  wholesale  price  per  "bushel 
of  generally  good  quality  and  condition  (U.  S.  No.l  when  quoted), 
New  York  and  Chicago,  indicated  periods,  1947  and  1948 

~~~  "  1947-48""seaaon"" 


for  stock 
at 


Market,  variety, 
and  source 


New  York 
Golden,  Md.  ; . . . , 
N.J.  .... 


Month 


March 


-947   

:Wk„  ended 
:Apr.  19 


Jersey  type,  N.J. 
Porto  Eican,  La. 

"  Md. 
"         "     N.C.  and 
General  average  . , . 

Chicago 
Jersey  type ,  111 .  . 
Nancy  Hail,  111.  .. 

"      Term  .  . 
Porto  Eican,  111.  . 

La.  .. 
:\  Term.. 
General  average  . . . 

1/  Indiana , 

Compiled  from  records  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration. 


Month 


Dec.  :  Jan. 


Feb 


March 


Dol. 

Dol. 

i  Dol, 

Dol. 

DoU 

Dol. 

3.38 

"  3.20 

:  2.88 

2.92 

3.20 

3.03 

.  3.02 

3.00 

i  2.95 

3.19 

3.30 

3.01 

2.36 

2.15 

•  2.62 

2.73 

2.78 

2.67 

3.29 

3.51 

:  3.43 

3.85 

4.18 

4;03 

3.10 

:  2.62 

2.86 

3.29 

2.65 

.  3.38 

3.58 

:  3.28 

3.75 

•3.93- 

3.73 

.  2.85 

2.82 

i  2Q85 

3.23 

.3.40- 

•-3*17 

y  3.71 

:  2.89 

3,08 

3.04. 

•  3.03 

2.87 

2.92 

:  2.63 

2.79 

.2,92. 

2.97 

2.77 

2.78 

:  2.61 

2.77 

2.82 

•  2.83 

.  3.14 

i  3^07 

3.30 

3.65 

3.25 

.  3.09 

2.92 

i  3.30 

3.72 

3.81 

3.79 

..  3.02 

2.91 

:  3.06 

3.31 

3.35- 

3:32 

.  -3.14 

2.86 

•  3.02 

3.24 

3.35' 

'  3.34 

:Vk,  ended 
:Apr.  17 
Dol. 

3.25 
2.78 


3.82 
3.20 


2.78 

3.59 
3.74 
3.2O 
3.20 


Table  9.~  Average  prices  received  by  farmers  for  selected  field  crops,  United 
States,  April  15,  1948,  with  comparisons 


Crop  and  unit 

Average 
:A-ug.  1909  :Jan.  1935 
:-July  1914: -Dec.  1939 

[Aor.  l5,!Feb.  15, 

;  1947  :  1948  ; 

• 

[  liar.  15*  Apr.  15, 
'    1948  ;  1948 

Sweetootat oes,  per  bu. .  . 
Beans,  dry,  edible,  cvrt. 
Peas ,  dry ,  field ,  cwt 

'•  Dollars        Dollars  : 
:    0.697  0.717 
.878  .807 
'    3.37             3.52  : 
:      —  1/1.40 

Dollars    Dollars        Dollars  Dollars 
:     1.45         1.93          1.96  2.09 
2.33        2.31          2.37  2.40 
12.30       11.20         10.90  11.10 
4.85         5.14          4.96  5.28 

1/  Two-year  average,  Jan.  1938  to  Dec.  1939. 


U#  S»  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington    25  ,  D.  C. 

OFFICIAL  BUS  lids  S  ■  ,  . 

BAE-TVS -88-5/48.  - "  S700      :  . 
PERMIT  NO;  1001    :    '      "  '**• '     *  ' 


Penalty  for  private  us©: to  avoid 
payment  of  postage  $300 


LIBRARY 

0  S  DEPTOF  AGRICULTURE. 
FTI3-X-ISES3.     JT&SaiKG^^!  B  C 


APRIL  19A8 


-  22  - 


Table  10.  -  Frozen  vegetables:    Cold-storage  holdings,  April  1,  1948, 

  .       ..        .         with,  comparisons... '   


Commodity 


Asparagus 
Beans,  lima 
Beans,  snap 
Broccoli 
Cauliflower" 
Corn,  sweet 
Peas,  green  i 
Spinach. 

Brussels  sprout s . 
Pumpkin -and  squas 
Baked' heans  . .... 
Vegetable  purees. 
All"  "o the r  " ve  g e't'ab  1  e 3 
Total  .* 


Average 
.1943-47 


1947 


April  1  .:    April  1 


1948 


Jan.  1 


Feb.  1       March. 1.;    April  1. 


1,000 
pounds 
5,624 
9,827 
10,245 
8,749 

13,813 

34,070" 

13,875 


1,000 
pounds 


48,647 


13,333 
16,125 
17,967 
18,536 
8,523 
29,012 
72,266 
26,449 
6,795 
9,175 
180 
132 
57,586" 


1,000 
pounds 
11,530 
35,396 
18,056 
6,566 
6,790 
32,731 
111,653 
15,912 
5,953 
7,991 


1,000 
pounds 
•9,240 
30,696 
15,640 
6,742 
5,973 
28,861 
95,428 
13,370 
6,055 
7,502 


39,174  35,346 


1/000  • 
■  -pounds 
'  7,930 
•27,413 
13,029 
7,213 
5,474 
25,600 
•84,474 
11,603 
'6,033 
6,547 


31,303 


1,000 
pounds 


6,062 
23,608 
10,000 
7,871 
5,129 
22,297 
71,9,80 
11,397 
•5,111 
5,921 


27,545 


144,850        276,099      "291,752      254,853      226,619      .  196,921 


Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration. 
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